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The prime principle of the improved system of infant-school education 
is that which underlies the term education, — the drawing out into 
activity of the various faculties, mental and moral, by furnishing appro- 
priate objects and constant employment for them through every avenue 
by which they may be reached. On this principle amusement forms a 
large part of instruction, while instruction, by healthfully and genially 
occupying, and never overtasking, the powers, serves the purpose of 
amusement, — so that in the Kindergarten work is play, and play is 
work. Miss Peabody in this volume describes the essential features 
of a Kindergarten, and the fit methods of administration, and then 
enters into the various modes of training, discipline, industry, amuse- 
ment, and instruction which have had the sanction of successful experi- 
ment in Germany or in this country. The book is designed to serve 
as a directory for practice. "We bespeak attention to it as the only 
accessible manual, as a book which it would be easy to work by, and as 
abounding in such suggestive thoughts on educational subjects as the 
varied and valuable experience of the writers could not fail to furnish. 
"While the primary aim is to induce the establishment and to direct 
the organization of the specific institution which gives its name to the 
book, parents who superintend the early education of their own 
children will find here many valuable hints which can be made avail- 
ing for the pleasure and profit of their households. 



21. — Helps to Education in the Homes of our Country. By "Warren 
Burton, Author of " The District School as it was." Boston : 
Crosby and Nichols. 1863. 16mo. pp. 368. 

Mr. Burton has for many years devoted himself to the subject of 
domestic education, and wherever he has lectured he has succeeded in 
awakening attention to prevailing negligences and errors, and to the 
solemn responsibility resting upon parents in regard to the moral and 
religious discipline of their homes. This volume consists of a series of 
lectures and articles on the salient topics of home-education. What 
strikes us as characterizing all the papers without exception is their 
direct bearing on practice. The author has, of course, his well-defined 
theories, — otherwise his suggestions would be worthless. But there 
is no parade here of novel speculations. We doubt whether there is 
a single hint which will fail to satisfy the judgment of any serious 
reader ; but the ground covered is that portion of the home-life which 
in too many otherwise good families is left to chance influences, without 
any direct purpose or effort toward results confessedly of prime im- 
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portance to the welfare and happiness of the young. More than one 
third of the volume is occupied with " Suggestions on the Discipline of 
the Observing Faculties," and we cannot but express our unqualified 
approval and admiration of the various ingenious and felicitous methods 
indicated for giving promptness and precision to the perceptive organs 
and powers. The education of the senses has a most important bear- 
ing, not merely on success in life, but on the reputation and character. 
From neglect of this spring not only life-long awkwardness and inca- 
pacity, but many of the most common and annoying forms of exag- 
geration, misstatement, and seemingly deliberate falsehood. There are 
some persons whose statements of what they see and hear are never 
worthy of credence. They do not mean to utter falsehood ; but they 
failed to acquire in childhood the proper use of eye and ear, and imagi- 
nation comes in to supply the deficit. The latter part of the volume 
is devoted to religious education, — to the nurture of children in the 
love of God, of Christ, and of the Bible. In this field of thought 
the author will have the entire sympathy and hearty gratitude of 
devout Christian believers of every name. The chapter on " The 
First and Great Commandment " will especially commend itself for its 
rich and elevated vein of sentiment, and for the clearness with which 
the author demonstrates that the love of God is at once the source and 
the end of all worthy culture, and the only basis on which a fair life- 
structure can be reared. 



22. — The Life of Philidor, Musician and Chess-Player. By George 
Allen, Greek Professor in the University of Pennsylvania. With 
a Supplementary Essay on Philidor as Chess Author and Chess 
Player, by Tassilo von Heydebrand und dek Lasa, Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the King of Prussia 
at the Court of Saxe- Weimar. Philadelphia : E. H. Butler & Co. 
1863. 12mo. pp. 156. 

This book deserves pre-eminent praise for its artistical execution. 
Few more beautiful specimens of printing have ever been issued from 
the American press. Professor Allen's work displays great research, 
a careful collation of conflicting authorities, and that admiring appre- 
ciation of his subject without which a readable biography cannot be 
written. We have not that appreciation in the present instance, and 
are therefore not qualified to enter into the intimate merits of the work. 
Philidor was a musical composer and a chess-player, — in the latter 
capacity unsurpassed, and he seems to have been as little of anything 



